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• Today’s event is part of Massachusetts Civic Learning Week which was created to build broader 
awareness of and support for civic learning; amplify and celebrate youth voice; and empower 
participants to envision themselves as changemakers in our democracy.  

• The week’s 45+ free programs, events, and activities occur across the Commonwealth and are hosted 
and organized by the Massachusetts Civic Learning Coalition (MCLC) in partnership with non-profits, 
teachers, and students. 

• Everyone is invited to attend and participate in Civic Learning Week events, including students, 
teachers, administrators, policymakers, parents, and the general public.

LEARN MORE AT: macivicsforall.org/clw2021



The MCLC is comprised of civics education nonprofits, school districts, youth 
engagement groups, and research institutions who provide resources, raise 

awareness, and advocate for effective civic education as a core component of 
every young person’s educational journey in Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts Civic Learning Coalition (MCLC)
Working Together to Build New Civic Learning Opportunities for All Massachusetts Students



Supports for 

● Disability History
● Inclusive Civic Engagement



Inclusive Civic Learning 
Webinar series - all 4pm Eastern

● April 28 - Easterseals Youth 
#teachdisabilityhistory Campaign

● May 4 - Thinkport Inquiry Kits - 
Maryland Humanities & Maryland 
Public Television

● May 13 - Right Question Institute

http://www.emergingamerica.org/professional-development/short-events 
https://www.easterseals.com/who-we-are/history/historical-ada-campaign.html 

http://www.emergingamerica.org/professional-development/short-events
https://www.easterseals.com/who-we-are/history/historical-ada-campaign.html


Accessing Inquiry:
● Universal Design for 

Learning
● Practical tools & 

strategies for 
inclusion

● Focus on Social 
Studies

● Inquiry
● Culturally Relevant 

Pedagogy



     Why we focus on Disability History 

● Engage learners with history they 
see selves in

● Correct demeaning views (such as 
insulting terms)

● Model putting primary sources in 
context

● Expand historical record to include 
all people 

● Address new standards (in growing 
number of states) 
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https://www.loc.gov/item/2010644408/


Why focus on Disability History? 

If you believe people have 
no history worth 
mentioning, it is easy to 
believe they have 
no humanity 
worth defending.
- William Loren Katz, Historian



‘A Failed System’: What It’s Like to Vote 
With a Disability During a Pandemic 
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voters have disabilities. 
It has always been hard for them to 
vote, and this year has brought 
even more obstacles.
New York Times
Sept. 25, 2020

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/us/politics/voting-disability-virus.html 

https://www.npr.org/2016/10/24/499177544/disabled-voters-fight-for-more-accessible-polling-places?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social
https://www.npr.org/2016/10/24/499177544/disabled-voters-fight-for-more-accessible-polling-places?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/us/politics/voting-disability-virus.html


Vital Points of Disability History 
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Vital points to infuse Disability History into history 
topics in the standard history curriculum include: 

● Antebellum Reformers 
● Impacts of Civil War
● Progressive Era
● Post-WWII Movements for Civil 

Rights (ADA) 
● Civics: 

○ Roles of Governments 
○ Skills for Engagement

https://www.loc.gov/item/2002708940/


● Portal to Accessible lessons
● Primary source sets
● Content on Disability History and 

Immigration History
● Classroom activities
● Assessments
● Readings
● Links to Resources

http://www.emergingamerica.org/accessing-inquiry/disability-history-through-primary-sources
http://www.emergingamerica.org/accessing-inquiry/disability-history-through-primary-sources


Disability History - Primary Sources Text Sets

Ed Roberts 407 Victory 
Speech (1977)

… And that’s the greatest example, that 
we, who are considered the weakest, the 
most helpless people in our society, are 
the strongest, and will not tolerate 
segregation, will not tolerate a society 
which sees us as less than whole 
people. But that we will together, with our 
friends, will reshape the image that this 
society has of us. ...

Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990)

“Prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
disability in employment… government, 
public accommodations, commercial 
facilities, transportation, and 
telecommunications.”



     Creating an Inclusive Civic and History Education for All 
Building on Educating for American Democracy

https://ldaamerica.org/ead-roadmap/

https://ldaamerica.org/ead-roadmap/


Grad Courses for Teachers
● Teaching Disability History
● Accessing Inquiry for Students with 

Disabilities through Primary Sources     
○ (400+ teachers to date) 

● 2021 Dublin Seminar: 
○ Living with Disabilities in New England, 

1630-1930 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2021635606/ 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2021635606/


Join the effort! 

Survey: http://bit.ly/EADInclusion 
● EAD Roadmap Disability History & Civics Extension:  

https://ldaamerica.org/ead-roadmap/ 
● Support Disability History curriculum development
● Advocate for Disability History in state standards

http://bit.ly/EADInclusion
https://ldaamerica.org/ead-roadmap/


Please take two minutes fill out this feedback survey to help us improve Civic 
Learning Week! Thank you for your participation.

https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5vEiCf2nWIjq6W2



Meet your hosts… Jen & Jennifer (Jen)2  

17

• Civics teacher in NBPT since 2005. 
• Student Action Civics Projects since 2015.
• Runner & Coach 
• “Lego Sorting” Expert for my two boys.

 

jgroskin@newburyport.k12.ma.us - feel free to email 

Jen Groskin, Grade 8, Newburyport, MA 

mailto:jgroskin@newburyport.k12.ma.us


Easterseals youth-led
#teachdisabilityhistory Campaign

https://www.easterseals.com/ma/get-involved/advocacy/teach-disability-history/ 

https://www.easterseals.com/ma/get-involved/advocacy/teach-disability-history/

